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Introduction: 

One of our most beloved Bible verses that every Christian clings to is Jeremiah 

29:11 that states, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the 

LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you an expected end.”  This verse 

reassures us that God has a plan and a purpose in each one of our lives, and that 

He is working it out to “an expected end,” – a place of hope. 

God doesn’t do anything without a preordained plan or purpose.  And, what He 

has purposed and planned, He will see it through to the end.  In Isaiah 14:24 it is 

said, “The LORD of hosts has sworn, saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it 

come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand.” 

The word “purpose” speaks of the reason for something being; be it a person, 

place or thing.  For example, a hospital’s “purpose” is to nurture and care for the 

sick and injured.  A common chair’s “purpose” was designed to support one who 

wants to sit.  A teacher was educated for the “purpose” to educate others and 

pass on knowledge obtained to those under his/her tutelage.   

Everything and everybody has a purpose.  Our Lord Jesus Christ was no different.  

His life was marked with the undeniable mission to save men from their sins; to 

redeem a people unto God.  The ministry that He operated in would heal; bring 

peace and deliverance, eventually fulfilling all through His ultimate sacrifice on 

the cross.   
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Our lesson today shows in greater detail “Jesus’ Mission on Earth.”  The roles 

that He fulfilled were not by happenstance; rather, as with everything else in His 

life it was prophesied beforehand that He would do these things and fulfill God’s 

purpose for Him. 

Luke 4:14-15 “And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and 

there went out a fame of him through all the region round about.  And he 

taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.” 

In last week’s lesson we studied the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness, 

covered in Matthew 4:4-11, as well as Luke 4:1-13 and Mark 1:12-13.  Luke 4:13 

leaves off with the telling of the devil ending his temptation and departing from 

Jesus for a season.  Immediately following that is the first verse of today’s text, 

“And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee.”  This has brought 

confusion to some to believe that these verses happen right behind one another, 

when in actuality; most Bible students believe there is about a one year difference 

of time between verse 13 and verse 14. 

In Mark 1:14, Jesus is noted as not going into Galilee until after John the Baptist is 

put in prison (this is also supported in Matthew 4:12).  If we cross reference to the 

book of John, we see many events taking place before John was ever put into 

prison, such as (please note: the events below are not meant to be an exact 

timeline rather a point of reference of time space between the above verses 13 

and 14):   

 Andrew and Peter, Philip and Nathanael begin following Jesus as His 

disciples (John 1:35-51).  (Note: In Mark’s account Andrew and Simon 

aren’t called until after John was put into prison). 

 Jesus’ first miracle in Cana (which is in Galilee, Jn.2:1), turning water into 

wine (John 2:1-10) 

 During Passover, in the beginning of His ministry, Jesus cleanses the temple 

for the first time (John 2:13-25). 

 Conversation with Nicodemus (John 3:1-21), and then we reach to John 

3:24 which says, “For John was not yet cast into prison,” meaning the 



events going on in these first couple of chapters of John occurred before 

Jesus goes into Galilee this time. (It may be that Jesus went to Galilee then 

to Jerusalem and back down to Galilee, hence the word “returned”). 

 

His arrival into Galilee (this time) is most often related to John 4:45, after meeting 

the woman at the well of Samaria and preaching to them in that city.  No matter 

when He does arrive, it is noted that He does so with “the power of the Spirit.”   

When John baptized Jesus it was evidence that this was the Son of God by a sign 

that was given him. John 1:32-34 says, “And John bare record, saying, I saw the 

Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it abode upon him.  And I knew 

him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon 

whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, remaining on him, the same is he 

which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.  And I saw, and bare record that this is the 

Son of God.”    

Acts 1:8 shows us that there is “power” associated with the “Holy Ghost” or the 

“Spirit.”  The resurrected Jesus spoke these words to His disciples and said, “Ye 

shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you . . .”   The “Spirit” 

is the empowering force that dwells in the Christian, as He did in Christ.  He, 

speaking of the “Spirit,” is part of the holy trinity (see John 14:26, pay special 

attention to the word “He” when referring to the Holy Ghost).   

*Another note of point, Jesus did not “get” the Spirit at the time of His baptism.  

Jesus has always been fully God, meaning endowed with the Spirit, and fully man 

at the same time.  

Anything done for God must be done through the “power of the Spirit.” Jesus 

was the prophesied servant of Isaiah 42:1 whom God declared, “I have put my 

spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment unto the Gentiles.”  Zechariah 4:6 

declares, “Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts.”  

Man can try to operate in his own power but won’t have the effect for God’s 

kingdom like Jesus did.  Jesus’ mission on earth was a mission infused with power.  

Acts 10:38 says, “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 



with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of 

the devil; for God was with him.”  With that power He was able to heal and show 

evidence that He was the Son of God indeed (see John 20:30-31).   

“And there went out fame of him through all the region round about.”  When 

Jesus entered Galilee He did not do so anonymously or under a cloak of secrecy.  

Jesus was very open with His ministry.  That’s why at the time when Jesus was 

before the High Priest in one of His trials He said, “I spake openly to the world; I 

ever taught in the synagogue, and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; 

and in secret have I said nothing,” (John 18:20).  The same is true of His miracles.   

News spread abroad about Jesus.  When people hear of amazing and miraculous 

things being done, stuff out of the ordinary, it attracts attention.  Jesus, through 

the miracles He performed, was on the radar of many in the region.  They wanted 

to hear Him teach and they wanted to see or experience His miracles for 

themselves.  John 4:45 says, “Then when he was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans 

received him, having seen all the things that he did at Jerusalem at the feast; for 

they also went unto the feasts.”  Because of the things He did in Jerusalem, His 

reputation went before Him into Galilee, spreading His “fame.”  “And he taught 

in their synagogues, being glorified of all.”   

Luke 4:16 “And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his 

custom was, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up for 

to read.” 

After the whispers of the attendees (since His fame had already spread), what 

must it have been like for Jesus to return to the place where He was “brought up” 

but in a totally different role than what the people were used to seeing Him as?  

These people knew Him as the carpenter’s son.  They knew Him as Mary’s little 

boy.  They didn’t know Him through the proclamation that He was about to make 

to everyone in the room that day.  Though His audience may be shocked by the 

authority that now seems to exude from Him and His speech, for Jesus this was a 

no brainer.  He always knew who He was and He was always aware of His destiny.   



All of this was taken into account as “he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath 

day, and stood up for to read.”  “Reading” was the way to pass on the words 

written in the scrolls/book of the day.  These important documents were kept in 

the safe keeping of the local synagogue.  Unlike modern times when most people 

have access to several Bibles in their home, on their computers/tablets, or even 

apps on their phones, information in Jesus’ day was passed on by “reading,” a 

trend noted throughout the Bible (see Joshua 8:34; Nehemiah 9:3; Acts 13:15, just 

to name a few).   

Luke 4:17-19 “And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias, 

And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 

The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the 

gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 

deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 

them that are bruised, To preach the acceptable year of the LORD.” 

There, in His hometown of Nazareth, in the local synagogue He grew up in and 

attended His whole life, Jesus began reading from Isaiah 61:1-2.   

“The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the 

gospel to the poor.”  Having already covered Jesus’ endowment with the Spirit, 

here I want to focus on the section where He states, “He hath anointed me to 

preach the gospel to the poor.”   

In the New Testament language, which is Greek, the word “gospel” is translated 

as “Good News.”  As part of His mission on earth, Jesus, who is the fulfilling of this 

verse (noted later in the lesson), would proclaim the Good News or the “gospel” 

to the poor.  The poor were often overlooked and not afforded many 

opportunities in Jesus’ day, but here they would hear the “gospel.”  Let’s take it a 

step further out of the realm of finances and apply this to the spiritually “poor.” 

Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven,” (Matthew 5:3; see also Matthew 11:5).  

“He hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted.”  Another one of our favorite 

verses coming from the Bible comes from the mouth of Jesus Himself.  In John 



14:1 He says, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in 

me.”  Only He who is the mender of the broken heart can command faith to not 

be troubled by the circumstances that arise in this life.  He knew what He was to 

face and yet still works to calm the wearied and worn.   

How much more for us today?  Psalm 34:18 tells us, “The LORD is nigh unto them 

that are of a broken heart . . .”   Psalm 147:3 says, “He healeth the broken in 

heart, and bindeth up their wounds.”  Part of Jesus’ mission would be to comfort 

and heal the brokenness in people. 

“To preach deliverance to the captives.”  When one thinks of the word 

“captives” immediately the mind goes to them that are bound in prison.  What 

more would a prison bound person want than to be free or experience 

“deliverance.”  Jesus’ mission entails the salvation or the “deliverance” of 

mankind bound in the prison of sin; to free people.  Psalm 102:19-20 “For he hath 

looked down from the height of his sanctuary; from heaven did the LORD behold 

the earth; To hear the groaning of the prisoner; to loose those that are appointed 

to death.”  God is in the freeing business and this is part of Jesus’ mission also.  He 

would “proclaim” that there is a way out; there is a way to be free from the sins 

that have them bound, “to set at liberty them that are bruised.” 

“And recovering of sight to the blind.”  Jesus healed many while on this earth, 

blind Bartimaeus being one of them (see Mark 10:46-52 and Luke 18:35-43).  In 

Matthew 9:27-31 there were two blind that followed Jesus in the house and were 

healed.  And again, in Mark 8:22-26 another blind man was healed.  It was even 

prophesied in Isaiah 42:7 that he would “Open the blind eyes, to bring out the 

prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house.”   

The greatest “blind” healing is when the spiritual scales fall off our eyes (compare 

to Paul’s restoration of sight after real scales fell off his eyes) and we see our need 

for Jesus in our lives and our need for salvation. 

“To preach the acceptable year of the LORD.”  This has been come to be known 

as the Year of Jubilee.  It was a time of great rejoicing.  It was a time when all 

debts were cancelled and people and lands were restored back to their original 



owners.  For us, it stands as a symbol of what Jesus would complete on the cross.  

For all those who believe on Him and accept Him as their personal Savior; to them 

that receive and accept His atoning sacrifice was for them, Jubilee occurs.  All 

debts of sin are then cancelled as they are washed in the blood of the Lamb.  “For 

the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ 

our Lord,” (Romans 6:23).  It’s all part of Jesus’ Mission on Earth.   

Luke 4:20-21 “And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and 

sat down, And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fastened 

on him.  And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in 

your ears.” 

After reading, what I am sure “scripture” they are well familiar with, Jesus drops a 

proverbial bomb on the attendees.  In His hometown, there in His childhood 

synagogue, He declares His Messiahship.  He declares Himself as the One who has 

come into the world to fulfill what God’s Word already declares of the Messiah. 

In Matthew 5:17 Jesus said, “Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 

prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill.”  Jesus’ mission was to fulfill all, 

even to the point of suffering.  Acts 3:18 says, “But those things, which God 

before had shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ should suffer, he 

hath so fulfilled.”  Jesus could have fought off their attempts at arresting Him with 

legions of angels in the garden of Gethsemane; rather He said, “How then shall 

the scriptures be fulfilled,” (Matthew 26:53)?   

His sayings confused and enraged many in the audience that day and they made 

an attempt on His life early on in His ministry (read Luke 4:22-30).  They weren’t 

ready to accept that Jesus was taking on the fulfilling role of what was prophesied 

hundreds of years beforehand.  This was all a part of His mission on Earth, but 

they were not ready to see Him as the Messiah. 

Conclusion: 

Jesus had a definite purpose laid out for His life; He had a mission.  It was 

prophesied in the Old Testament and fulfilled by Christ Himself in the New 

Testament.   



 

 

 

 

 

 


